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Message from MryAlbon............

Dear School Community,

Another busy week at school with so many activities going on! From baking to
football matches, to World Book Day - it's exciting being a member of our school

community!

In a world were not all value the work that goes on in schools, may | send my sincere
thanks to all our Staff, who always go the extra mile for our children, and in a week
that celebrated the unpaid work of Governors, with a National Governors’ Day, we

also thank all our Governors for their commitment and hard work at St. Gregory’s.

Prayer and Liturgy

This week, we were blessed to celebrate the Monday
Parish Mass in our school hall with Father Grant, parents
and parishioners. Year 4, 5, and 6 were in attendance and
their prayerful presence set the tone for us all.

The theme of the Mass was looking out for the needs of

others, based on the Gospel of the day from St. Matthew.

In Lent, we are asked to do three things - Give, Act and The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you,
whatever you did for one of the least
Pray, and Father Grant helped us to focus on how we can of these brothers and sisters of mine,

you did for me.’

reach out to those in need during Lent. w_"——
All other prayer times this week took up this theme, and the
children had several moments of quiet reflection on how we can answer the call of Lent

this year.
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All being well, the next Parish Mass in school will be on Monday 13" March, when
Year 1 and Year 2 will be in attendance. All Parents and Grandparents are warmly

invited to join us.

Attendance Review meetings

This week, we had a visit from a Sefton Attendance Officer to review our overall
attendance and to look at individual children whose attendance is a concern. Whilst our
overall attendance is good compared to other local schools, it is still below the National
Average. Currently, our overall attendance is 94.8% and the expected target for
attendance is 96.7%. The Government and Local Authority are placing a renewed focus
on improving attendance after Covid, and as such, | am now required to look carefully at
all children whose attendance falls below 90%, who are classed as a Persistent
Absentee, and if appropriate, have an Attendance review meeting were support and
targets are discussed.

At the staff meeting this week, we discussed our list of Persistent Absentees and
highlighted the reasons behind the absences. Of course, we do not want really sick
children to come to school and spread their iliness through the class, but when we look
carefully at some of our children, we see patterns emerging. For these children, a
discussion is sometimes needed to look carefully at how we can support in getting all our

children into school each day.

Parents’ Evenings

The spring Parents’ Evenings will take place on Tuesday 215t and Wednesday 22nd
March. Mrs King will be in touch with a booking form shortly, and as previously stated, all
parents attending will be required to sign up to a Parents’ Code of Conduct to

safeguard staff.

Mothers’ Day Celebrations

We are delighted to be able to invite our Mums, or a significant adult, to a Mothers’ Day
assembly in March for Early Years and Key Stage One Mums.

Nursery, Reception, Y1 and Y2 Mums/Significant Adults are invited on

Thursday 16" March at 9.15am in the school hall. We hope you will be able to join us!



Lenten Fundraising - GIVE

There is of course no obligation to support any fundraising activities within Lent, however,
we have now decided on two fundraising opportunities during Lent for those who wish to

get involved.

In the penultimate week of the term, week commencing 20" March, each of the Key
Stage 2 classes will be invited to hold a fund-raising event during one playtime, Monday
to Thursday, when they can work in groups to raise money. Activities in the past have
included a bake sale, name the teddy, find the treasure and other very imaginative

activities! Children will be discussing activities in class over the coming weeks.

Our other fundraiser will be for CAFOD. We are organising a family sponsored walk on
Sunday 26™ March in aid of CAFOD, when we will be walking the Lydiate Loop for
Lent. The walk will begin straight after the 11.00am St. Gregory’s mass. We can park at
school and walk to the start of the walk at Sumner’s Turn Bridge on Bell’'s Lane. Itis
about a 6 mile walk and will be muddy in parts! We hope you will be able to join us, in
what should be a lovely community event. Please look out for a flyer with greater details

next week.

Thank you all once again for all your support, have a lovely weekend.

With kind regards,

Deborats Albon

Headteacher
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their favourite book to B O O K
school. There was lots of .
excitement and the D AY

children all enjoyed

reading their books with : 2 MARCH 2023
their friends fror

Key Stage 2 cla
into school dressed as
adjectives! The children all
looked amazing and really
used their imagination. We
would like to thank all our
parents for supporting this
event.
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Lots of sticking, gluing and
painting has been going on at
home, to create these wonderful
pieces of artwork. (Thanks,
families!)

Some of the children created
their own ‘book in a box’.
Showing wonderful creativity and
imagination, the boxes really told
the story.




Well done to Robert, Ben, Grace, Alice, Esme and Noah for all their
hard work in creating their own book in a box.
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Year 5 and Year 6
children paired up with
our Nursery and
Reception class children
for story time.

The younger children
really enjoyed
listening to the
narrating skills of our
Key Stage 2 children.
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It was wonderful listening to our Key
Stage 2 children reading to our
younger children and really throwing
themselves into character, using
wonderful expression and actions to
help our youngest pupils understand.
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Congratulations to Katy and Oliver (Year 5) who
created their own book in a box, displaying the
magical theme of Harry Potter and a fitting tribute to
the autobiography of Mo Salah (who plays for a
certain football team in Merseyside!)



Mothers’ Day
Assembly Ny

We would (ike to welcome Mums, Q\fanas, ﬂ\fcms, gmna[mas,
and aunties (or any signﬁ:icant adult!) of children in our
CRecqption, Year 1 and Year 2 classes to our Mothers’ Day

ﬂssemﬁfy on

T ﬁursc[ay 16" March at 9.15am

Tﬁe cﬁi[c[ren ﬁave a[f 66611 [éaming SOTlgS cmd'}aoems cmc[

ﬁave extra S}?@Cld( treatsfor tﬁeﬂ’ mums!

Q a’ Please come a(ong and e‘ryoy the celebration of
‘Mothers’ I)ay.
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Congratulations to the children who won the
Special Mention Award this week.




Jacob

Archie

Congratulations to the children who won the
Gold Medal Award this week.

Isaac




Congratulations to the children who won the
Gold Medal Award this week.

Erin

Charlotte




Congratulations to the children who won the
Gold Medal Award this week.

Billy
Jude




Congratulations to our Best Book Award winners this week.




Congratulations to our Best Book Award winners this week.




Best Book Award

Congratulations to our Best Book Award winners this week.




Best Book Award

Congratulations to our Best Book Award winners this week.




What wonderful boxes the children made for our Book in a Box

challenge for World Book Day. All the boxes were amazing and really
told the story.

Well done — Robert, Ben, Oliver, Katy, Esme, Grace, Alice, James,
and Ivy.
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Attendance Information NDANCE
MATTERS

The Department of Education have released new guidelines with regards to school
attendance:

‘Where parents decide to have their child registered at school, they have an
additional legal duty to ensure their child attends school regularly. This means their
child must attend every day that the school is open, except in a small number of
allowable circumstances such as being too ill to attend, or being given permission for
an absence in advance from the school’.

Any child whose attendance falls below 90% will be closely monitored and parents
may be called into school for a meeting, resulting in a support plan being put into
place.

An example of how missing school can have an effect on a child’s learning and
developing is:

A child who has an attendance record of 80% = 38 days absent = 200 lessons
The new guidelines received asks the following of parents/schools:

e To only keep your child off school if your child is really not well enough to
attend

e To not take unauthorised holidays during term time — this can result in a fine
being issued

e If your child has an appointment, parents/carers MUST provide evidence of
the appointment

We want to work closely with our families and we understand that there will be times
when children cannot attend school. Authorised absences will be given to children in
exceptional circumstances.

If your child’s Your child would Or they would have
attendance during the have lost missed approximately:

school year is: approximately:

95% 9 Days from School 50 Lessons

90% 19 Days from School 100 Lessons
85% 29 Days from School 150 Lessons

80% 38 Days from School 200 Lessons

75% 48 Days from School 250 Lessons




Attendance

this week

RECEPTION

YEAR 1

YEAR 2

YEAR 3

YEAR 4

YEAR 5

YEAR 6

96.6%

98.7%

98.7%

99.4%

98.7%

91.3%

94%

Congratulations to Year 3 on winning the Attendance Cup this
week!

Our overall attendance for this week is 96.8%, which is above
the national average of 96.7%




